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Happy New Year!

Now is the time!
Buy a Long-Term Care Policy

Have you thought about what would happen to you if you either
needed to enter a nursing home or required home care
services?
As nursing care costs continue to rise and the
need for care increases, there is never a better
time to purchase a long-term care insurance
policy.
A long-term care policy is one of the best ways
to protect your financial assets, so you can
leave your inheritance to your surviving family
members. Without long-term care insurance,
the savings that you worked so hard to
accumulate can be wiped out in a matter of
years. According to the 2012-3013 LTCi Sourcebook, the average national cost for a private
nursing care room was $85,045 per year.
Purchasing a long-term care policy will give you peace of mind knowing your inheritance
and your loved ones will be protected. If you have questions on long-term care insurance or
you would like to talk about structuring a policy that suits your needs, please call us today!

Visit Hummel
Marketplace

Sign up for policy under the Affordable Care Act Today!
With today's high cost of medical procedures, you cannot afford to be without health
insurance coverage for yourself, your family, or your employees. We can help guide you
through this complex process whether you are an individual or a business owner with
hundreds of employees. We are here to be an advocate for you. Click the "Visit Hummel
Marketplace" button above for more information or click here to get quotes or sign up.

Don't Let Ice Dams and Freezing Pipes Get the Best of You!
Here are tips to prevent a disaster.

Ice Dams
An ice dam is an accumulation of ice at the
lower edge of a sloped roof, usually at the
gutter. When interior heat melts the snow
on the roof, the water will run down and
refreeze at the roof's edge, where
temperatures are much cooler. Eventually,
the ice builds up and blocks water from
draining off of the roof. This, in turn,
forces the water under the roof covering and
into your attic or down the inside walls of
your house.

Freezing Pipes
Frozen water in pipes can cause water
pressure buildup between the ice blockage
and the closed faucet at the end of a pipe,
which leads to pipes bursting at their
weakest point. Pipes in attics, crawl
spaces and outside walls are particularly
vulnerable to freezing in extremely cold
weather, where holes in your house's
outside wall for television, cable
or telephone lines allow cold air to reach
them.

Once an ice dam forms, the potential
damage can be serious. Take these steps
now to avoid trouble later:

To keep water in pipes from freezing,
take the following steps:

* Keep the attic well ventilated. The colder
the attic, the less melting and refreezing on
the roof.
* Keep the attic floor well insulated to
minimize the amount of heat rising through
the attic from within the house.

As an extra precaution against roof leaks in
case ice dams do form when you re-roof,
install a water-repellent membrane under
your roof covering. Talk with your local
building official about minimum
code requirements for ice dam protection.

* Fit exposed pipes with insulation sleeves
or wrapping to slow the heat transfer.
* Seal cracks and holes in outside walls
and foundations near water pipes with
caulking.
* Keep cabinet doors open during cold
spells to allow warm air to circulate around
pipes.
* Keep a slow trickle of water flowing
through faucets connected to pipes that run
through an unheated or unprotected space.
Or drain the water system, especially if
your house will be unattended during cold
periods.

Resource: Reducing Severe Winter Weather Risk: Residential Pamphlet, Insurance
Institute for Business & Home Safety, http://www.disastersafety.org/wpcontent/uploads/freezing-pamphlet-residential.pdf

Stay Connected

Contact us w ith any questions by calling 330.893.2600.
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